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This Book at a Glance

In this book, I focus on engaging tasks that support students’ developing language proficiency. Each one

is designed to streamline your teaching—and provide opportunities for students to produce language and
communicate, both orally and in writing. The overarching principle is that students need to communicate
messages, ideas, and information as much as they are receiving messages, ideas, and information. That's the
surest way for them to develop fluency with the English language. I've laid out each task with the following
features to make it easy for you to use the book as you are actually teaching.

A light introduction to inform students, but notice how brief it
is. We want to move right into the action of the task.

Inwvil 9 students bo retella story you have read aloud to them
is a powerful way to develop learners’ listening comprehension. The routine
also helps them understand story structure. Since students‘new to English

are often not speakmg in school, they need alternative,ways'toretell a story.

This feature WHEN YOU They can poi ap manipulate the

helps you MIGHT OFFER IT pictures themiiey give you the basics for launching
know when When students are able Your Inst the task.
students are wirrsereneas: T o T e

ready for it. of a story read aloud. Materials: Simple p{@fire books — photocopy the picture pages and/or cut
out images from the beginning, middle, and end of the book. You don’t need
to copy every page—ijust the big events'that depict the begmmng, mlddle,
and resolution. A well-known,story like “The Tianea

introductory one or any nartative with a simp The explicitly stated purpose—so
Name It: Today we are going to retell a story @S [aa]ele]ae=1a 1M (o] ¥ {0e (Il SR ToNaI=E1 !

You are going to(use pictures to retell the story
students ¢an conneet'to what you are saying).

TARGET ,,,,,,,,,,,, What You Might Say Next: “When we retell stq . . .

. ) A light appetizer to inform
Tiethe ta rget Students can put we understand. We think about the characters : ..
goal to your SIS e Often)they have a problem they have to sg students, but notice how brief it
SEneEEE after listening to a den’tsay everything about the story, but the is. We want to move right into the

story read aloud. think of what happened in the beginning of tHEEPRHN AR WPy
and your and at the end of the story. I have pictures read

story I am going to read today.” (Point or hold up the pictures/book so
students can make connections to what you are saying.)

success
criteria.

The little girl went into the
treehouse.

She called for her brother
to come up.

He was too small to The little boy cried.

climb the rope. %
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Ideas for how to demonstrate
and also involve students—I|
purposely didn’t script it in full

because it's best if the words
come from you!

Model/Do Together: Read the story aloud, stopping often to restate what is
happening in the story, using simple language that summarizes the setting,
characters, conflict, and action. Point to pictures as you go. After you are
done reading and using the pictures you have cut out, ask students to help
you retell. Support, i i i i &

of sequence by usi

Ideas for students doing the doing! Having
Release: Once students communicate ideas, information,
AeI S kel and thoughts is the heart of the tasks.

Watch Fors and Work-Arounds

or may spg dents are
RUBBRERE | deas for support and differentiating xpress their

h . flent in, thi
ML When students need your coaching in - e
is natural. ]

English, the the midst of or after completing a task.
understandittg: Y CRPCIIC a
accurately, so it makes sense they would rely on their heritage language to
ensure they are doing so. Encourage students to use the language they have
to work on retellinng the stories. Asking students to only speak English will
not help them acquite/English. It raises negative emotions and shuts down
students’ desire to participate.
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